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Office of Administrative Law 
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Board of Optometry 

Regulatory Action: 

Title 16, California Code of Regulations 

Adopt sections: 
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WITHOUT REGULATORY EFFECT 

California Code of Regulations, Title 1, 
Section 100 

OAL Matter Number: 2026-0408-05 

OAL Matter Type: Nonsubstantive (N) 

In this section 100 action pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 1, section 
100, the California State Board of Optometry repeals certificate of registration and· 
branch office requirements for optometric corporations, pursuant to the repeal of 
Business and Professions Code sections 3161 and 3162 in AB 2256 (Ch. 564, Stats. 
2006) and the amendment of Business and Professions Code section 3077 in SB 1386 
(Ch. 334, Stats. 2018.) 

OAL approves these changes without regulatory effect as meeting the requirements of 
California Code of Regulations, title 1, section 100. 

Date: May 19, 2026 

Original: Gregory Pruden, Executive 
Copy: Serena St. Mary 

Jenifer Ryan 
Senior Attorney 

For: Kenneth J. Pogue 
Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
TITLE 16. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 15, CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE 

Repeal Corporation Applications and Branch Office Licenses 

Changes to the regulatory language are shown in single strikethrough for deleted text 
and single underline for added text. 

Repeal sections 1544, 1549, and 1550 of article 7 of title 16 of the California Code of 

Regulations as follows: 

Article 7 

Optometric Corporations 

§1544 Application, Re'\iiew of Refusal to Approue.

(a) An applicant corporation shall file with the Board an application for Certificate of
Registration on a form furnished by the Board, ·vvhich shall be signed and verified by
an officer of the corporation who is a licensed person and be accompanied by a fee

not to exceed tvvo hundred dollars ($200).

------(Ji-) ,_-_-

to it, shall either approve the application and issue a Certificate of Registration or 
refuse to approve the application and notify the applicant corporation of the 

(c) 

(d) 

reasons therefor. 

The Board may delegate to its executive officer, or other official or employee of the 
Board, its authority under Section 3161, Business and Professions Code, to review 
and approve applications for registration and to issue Certificates of Registration. 

Any applicant corporation whose application has been disapproved by the Board 
may request a hearing pursuant to Government Code Section 11504. The hearing 
shall be conducted pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act (Government 
Code Sections 11502-11528). 
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(e) No applicant corporation shall hold itself out or engage in nor shall it render any

professional services unless and until a Certificate of Registration has been issued.

Note: Authority cited: Section 3167, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 

3160-3167, Business and Professions Code, and Section 13401, Corporations Code. 

Article 7 

Optometric Corporations 

§ 1549 Certificate of Registration. Continuing Validity. Reports.

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

A Certificate of Registration shall continue in effect until it is suspended or revoked. 

Such certificate may be suspended or revoked for any of the grounds permitted by 

taw.-

By May 31 of each year, each optometric corporation shall file ·with the Board a 

report on a form provided by the Board reflecting its status as of May 1 and including 

such information pertaining to its qualifications and compliance v,;ith the statutes, 

rules and regulations of the Board as the Board may require. 

Each optometric corporation shall file a special report, on a form provided by the 

Board, within 30 days of any change of the officers, directors, shareholders, places 

of practice, by-laws, articles of incorporation, corporate name. 

Each annual report filed hereunder shall be accompanied by a filing fee not to 

exceed $50.00. 

Each special report filed hereunder shall be accompanied by a filing fee not to 

exceed $15.00. 

Note. Authority cited. Section 3167, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 

3160-3167, Business and Professions Code; and Section 13401, Corporations 

Code. 
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§ 1550w Branch Offices. 

Article 7 

Optometric Corporations 

An optometric corporation is subject to the provisions of Section 3077 of the Code. 'Nhen 

any optometric corporation duly registered hereunder desires to have a branch office 

within the meaning of that code section, it shaH, prior to the opening of any branch office, 

make application therefor to the Board and receive permission in writing from the Board to 

have such branch office. 
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