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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

TITLE 16. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 15, CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE 

NBEO Part Ill Examination Name Change 

Changes to the regulatory language are shown in single strikethrough for deleted text 
and single underline for added text. 

Amend sections 1523 of article 5, section 1531 of article 6, and section 1561 of article 8 of 

title 16 of the California Code of Regulations as follows: 

Article 5 

Application for Licensure Application 

§1523. LICENSURE AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) (1) Application for licensure as an optometrist shall be made on a form prescribed 

by the Board (Form 39A-1. Rev. 7-09), which is hereby incorporated by reference, 

and shall show that the applicant is at least 18 years of age. 

(2) Application for licensure by an out of state licensed optometrist as defined in 

Business and Professions Code Section 3057, shall be made on forms prescribed 

by the Board (Form OLA-2, Rev. 11/07 and Form LBC-4, rev. 2/07), which are hereby 

incorporated by reference, and shall show that the applicant is at least 18 years of 

age. 

(b) An application shall be accompanied by the following: 

(1) The fees fixed by the Board pursuant to Section 1524 in this Article. 

(2) Satisfactory evidence of graduation from an accredited school or college of 

optometry approved by the Board. 

(3) One classifiable set of fingerprints on a form provided by the Board. 

(c) An incomplete application shall be returned to the applicant together with a 

statement setting forth the reason(s) for returning the application and indicating the 

amount of money, if any, which will be refunded. 

(d) Each applicant must achieve passing grades in all Board required examinations 

before 
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being granted a license to practice optometry. 

(e) Permission to take the California Laws and Regulations Examination (CLRE) shall 

be granted to those applicants who have submitted a paid application. 

(f) Licensure shall be contingent on the applicants passing the Clinical Patient 

Encounters and Performance Skills portion of the National Board of Examiners in 

Optometry examination as provided in Section 1531 in this Article and passing the 

CLRE. 

(g) Admission into the examinations shall not limit the Board's authority to seek from 

an applicant additional information deemed necessary to evaluate the applicant's 

qualifications for licensure. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 3025, 3044, 3045 and 3057, Business and Professions 

Code. Reference: Sections 3044, 3045 and 3057, Business and Professions Code. 

§1531. LICENSURE EXAMINATION. 

Article 6 

Examinations 

(a) The licensure examinations are composed of: 

Section I -Applied Basic Science written cognitive examination approved by the Board 

and developed by the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO). 

Section Il - Patient Assessment and Management/TreatmentandManagement of 

Ocular Disease examination developed by the NBEO. 

Section Ill - Clinical Patient Encounters and Performance Skills Examination developed 

by the NBEO. 

Section IV - California Laws and Regulations Examination developed and administered 

by the Board or its contractor. 

(b) All examinations for licensure developed by the NBEO and the Board prior to January 

2010 may be accepted on a case by case basis in the evaluation of an applicant's 

qualifications for licensure. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 3025, 3041.2 and 3053, Business and Professions Code. 

Reference: Sections 3041.2 and 3053, Business and Professions Code. 
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Article 8 

Topical Pharmaceutical Agents 

§1561. TOPICAL PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS USAGE-PURPOSE AND 

REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to implement Business and Professions Code Section 

3041.2, as added to said code by chapter 418 of the 1976 statutes. Only those 

optometrists meeting the requirements of this article may use topical 

pharmaceutical agents in the examination of human eyes. 

(b) In order to use topical pharmaceutical agents in the examination of human eyes, an 

optometrist must: 

(1) complete a course in pharmacology approved by the Board or have equivalent 

experience satisfactory to the Board; and 

(2) provide evidence of taking and passing either: 

(A) both the Applied Basic Science and Clinical Patient Encounters and 

Performance Skills sections of the NBEO examination as it was constituted 

beginning in January 201 O; or 

(B) a pharmacology examination equivalent to subdivision (b)(1) above and 

administered by an accredited school or college of optometry. 

(c) The Board will issue a Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agents certification to 

optometrists fulfilling the requirements of subsection (b) authorizing them to use 

topical pharmaceutical agents. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 3025, 3041.2 and 3053, Business and Professions Code. 

Reference: Sections 3041 and 3041.2, Business and Professions Code. 
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