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C A L I F O R N I A  S TAT E  B O A R D  O F  O P T O M E T R Y  

Ensuring Consumer Protection: 
A Closer Look at Fee Updates in Opticianry and Optometry 
In order for the Board to continue to provide the strongest 
consumer protection measures, the Board has proposed and 
approved a series of fee increases. These adjustments effect 
nearly all of the registration and renewal processes, as well as 
additional certifications and course approvals. The changes are 
also essential in rectifying a structural imbalance that the Board 
currently faces, ultimately ensuring its ability to meet consumer 
protection objectives. This proposal was submitted to the Office 
of Administrative Law and approved on December 27, 2023, 
taking effect July 1, 2024. 

New Application and Registration Fees 
Registered Dispensing Ophthalmic Business 

• Initial Application Fee: $200—increased from $150 

• Initial Registration Fee: $300—increased from $200 

• Biennial Renewal Fee: $300—increased from $200 

• Delinquency Fee: $50 

Contact Lens Dispenser 

• Initial Application Fee: $200—increased from $150 

• Initial Registration Fee: $300—increased from $200 

• Biennial Renewal Fee: $300—increased from $200 

• Delinquency Fee: $50 

Spectacle Lens Dispenser 

• Initial Application Fee: $200—increased from $150 

• Initial Registration Fee: $300—increased from $200 

• Biennial Renewal Fee: $300—increased from $200 

• Delinquency Fee: $50 

Optometry Applicant Fees 

• Biennial Renewal of a Certificate of Registration as an 
Optometrist: $500—increased from $425 

Certifications and Course Approvals   

• Application Fee for Approval of a Continuing Education Course: 
$100—increased from $50 

• Application Fee for a Certificate to Treat Primary Open Angle 
Glaucoma: $50—increased from $35 

• Application Fee for a Certificate to Perform Lacrimal Irrigation 
and Dilation: $50—increased from $25 

The Rationale Behind the Fee Updates 
It is important to note that the fee updates are not arbitrary, but 
rather they are carefully calculated to align with the operational 
needs of the Board. By increasing fees for applications, initial 
registration, and renewals, as well as implementing delinquency 
fees, the Board aims to ensure a sustainable financial model that 
can effectively support its functions. 

The primary goal of the Board is consumer protection. To 
carry out this goal, the Board must ensure it has the necessary 
fiscal resources. The Board protects consumers with stringent 
monitoring and oversight measures, which includes conducting 
thorough background checks, ensuring adherence to professional 
standards, and providing avenues for consumer redress in case of 
any grievances. 

Certification and course approval fees are crucial in maintaining 
high educational and professional development standards 
within both opticianry and optometry. These fees contribute to 
evaluating and approving educational programs and certifications, 
ensuring that practitioners are equipped with the latest 
knowledge and skills. As these fee updates are implemented, the 
Board will continue to engage and collaborate with stakeholders, 
including opticians, optometrists, and educational providers, 
to foster transparency and ensure smooth implementation and 
minimal disruption to the professionals involved. For questions 
and comments, please reach out to optometry@dca.ca.gov. 

mailto:optometry@dca.ca.gov



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		fee_increase_2024.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


